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not set himself against it. But King Peter soon had
much trouble with Prince George, who was of an unruly
temper that did not brook opposition. He behaved as
if the heir to the throne were above the law. Men's
lives were in danger from his passions. It is possible
that he had some physical defect which would have
rendered him childless. He has never married. King
Peter never explained adequately why he disinherited
him. Primogeniture is almost a holy right, something
not lightly to be set aside. But in the wild condition
of Serbian politics, with freedom from the Turks only
half won, Peter was probably justified. His successor
must be one who could carry the burden of leader-
ship without estranging the people over whom he
ruled.

King Peter told his elder son that he would have to
renounce the succession and he renounced it. There
was no rebellion. On the zyth March, 1909, at the age
of twenty, Alexander became heir to the throne. Prince
George loathed Prince Alexander because he had taken
his birthright. But he never contrived anything against
him. He remained loyal. He fought in the Serbian
army during the war, going to Paris and London after
the Albanian retreat, subsequently living as a country
gentleman near Nish. After the assassination at Mar-
seilles he said, "I regret him as King but not as brother,"
showing that he did not forgive. But King Peter's
orders could not be disobeyed.

Alexander had completed his Russian education in
the previous year. He now occupied himself with
military manoeuvres and affairs of state. The youth of
twenty fast became his father's right-hand man, It was
characteristic of King Peter that he shared his confidence.
He did not jealously guard his position. He was a king
who walked the streets of Belgrade without a bodyguard.
He was not above sitting in a public restaurant or cafe".
In his bearing he was completely democratic. But he
preferred the company of soldiers to all others. Soldiering